COKK  WASTE.                                          93
facture of vinegar by the much lighter cork waste. The elasticity of cork is made still greater by wetting, so that a sinking together of the filling material is not to be feared even in tall vinegar vessels. In the pores of cork are countless small organisms, and among them the acetifying bacteria. exist in great quantity, so that the vinegar-making vessels ft Hod with, cork rapidly cause the formation of acid.
One of the chief uses of cork raspings is in the manufacture of linoleum and cork lino, for which purpose it is mixed with oxidized linseed oil and gum kauri in special kneading machines and is then spread upon cloth.
it is employed on a considerable scale for packing grapes in Spain and other countries where it is abundant.
Cork, raspings also form an excellent non-conducting material, and for this reason are especially prized for filling the. lining of refrigerator chambers and also as a non-conducting coating for pipes.
During the*, last few years cork raspings have also been made up into corks for bottles and for other purposes by mixing with a small quantity of a shellac solution in methylated spirit or in ammonia, or with a pyroxylin varnish, and pressing in moulds. These corks are excellent for many purposes owing to their regularity in size and outline.